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REMARKS 

Claims 1-33 remain in the application. By tliis amendment, claims 1, 5, 16, 19, 24, and 
27 have been amended and claims 34-69 hsSfe been withdrawn. The specification has also been 
amended. The present application as originally filed supports these amendments. No new matter 
has been added. 

Indication of Allowance 

The applicant gratefully acknowledges the indication that claims 5-6, 16-20, and 24-29 
will be allowed if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. In response, claims 5, 16, 19, 24, and 27 have been amended into 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim, claim 1 , and any intervening 
claims. Claim 6 depends from claim 5, claims 17 and IS depend from claim 16, claim 20 
depends from claim 19, claims 25 and 26 depend frbm claim 24, and claims 28 and 29 depend 
from claim 27. Applicant respectfully requests an indication of allowance of claims 5-6, 16-20, 
and 24-29. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S-C; 103 

Claims 1-4, 7-15, 21-23, and 30-33 fave bedn rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,239,44| to Shaeef in view of U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. US 2002/0015667 Al to Ctibw andjU.S; Patent No. 3,998,145 to Maisch. 
Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection and requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejection of claims 1-4, 7-15, 21-23, and 30|33 under 35:U.S.C. 103(a). 
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Tray Assembly for Optical Inspection Apparatus 



Independent claim 1, from which claims 2-4?i7-l£, 21-23, and 30-33 depend, has been 
amended to more clearly define the claimed; invention. Independent claim 1 recites a tray 
assembly for use with an optical inspection apparatiis adapted to inspect a liquid sample, and 
including a support tray insertable within ah inspection location within an optical inspection 
apparatus, and an insert supported within the support tray. The insert has a first surface shaped 
and adapted to receive a first type of liquid carrier aM a second surface shaped and adapted to 
receive a second type of liquid carrier shaped different from the first type of liquid carrier. Only 
one of the first and the second surfaces of the insert ban fee presented at any time for receipt of a 
liquid carrier. 

The claimed tray assembly allows one of the; first and the second surfaces of the insert to 
be presented when the insert is supported within the /support tray in order to receive one of the 
first and the second type of liquid carrier. A liquid .sample carried on the liquid carrier received 
on the insert supported on the support tray will theri ;be illuminated by a light source of the 
inspection apparatus when the support tray is inserted within the inspection location within the 
optical inspection apparatus. 

The Shaeef Reference 

The Shaeef reference, which is owned by th^ assignee of the present application, 
discloses a tray assembly for use with an optical inspection apparatus. The assembly includes a 
support tray 20 shaped and adapted to receive one 6;f a first liquid sample carrier 22 or an insert 
40. The insert 40 has a single surface shaped and adapted to receive a second liquid sample 
carrier 46. The insert 40 of Shaeef does not have a first Surface shaped and adapted to receive a 
first type of liquid carrier and a second surface shaded and adapted to receive a second type of 
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liquid carrier shaped different from the first; type offtquid carrier. 

Moreover, Shaeef does not suggest idaptirigthe iksert 40 so that it can alternatively 
receive one of the first liquid sample carrier 22 or tife sedond liquid sample carrier 46 (Column 5, 
line 35 of Shaeef does not disclose or suggest modi|ymg|the insert 40, but simply suggests that 
the first liquid sample carrier 22 and the insert 40 csin betcoupled to the tray 20 in ways other 
than being received in a recess 30). 

The Chow Reference - I 

The Chow Reference discloses a tray assembly lb for chemical and biological analysis 
systems that includes a base 12 shaped and^adapted^o receive an adapter (i.e., insert) 14, which 
in turn has a single attachment region (i.e., surface)|shaped and adapted to receive a substrate 
(i.e., liquid carrier) 16. The adapter 14 of Chow, tfcweyer, does not have a first attachment 
region adapted to receive a first type of substrate and a second attachment region adapted to 
receive a second type of substrate different |from the first type of substrate. Moreover, Chow 
does not suggest changing the adapter 14 so that it could have a first attachment region adapted 
to receive a first type of substrate and a second attachment region adapted to receive a second 
type of substrate shaped different from the |first typg of substrate. 



The tray assembly 10 of Chow is similar tqfthe tr;ay assembly shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6 
of Shaeef - they both have a base and an adapter received in the base, wherein the adapter 
receives a liquid carrier. However, neither^ Shaeef jior Chow disclose or suggest an insert having 
a first surface shaped and adapted to receive a first|ype£f liquid carrier and a second surface 
shaped and adapted to receive a second type of liqiiid carrier shaped different from the first type 
of liquid carrier. In addition, the combination of SHaeef and Chow does not disclose or suggest 
an insert having a first surface shaped and jadaptedfto receive a first type of liquid carrier and a 
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second surface shaped and adapted to receive a secdhd type of liquid carrier shaped different 
from the first type of liquid carrier. 

The Maisch Reference -P. 

The Maisch reference discloses a fobd prepajratioh appliance usable as a waffle iron or a 
grill. The waffle iron includes a set of removable contact members that slid over heating rods. 
Each of the contact members has different Surface patterns on opposite surfaces, such that the 
contact members can be turned over to present one of the different surface patterns (e.g., one set 
of patterns may be used for baking waffles and the other set of patterns for grilling meat). 

Applicant respectfully submits that Maisch does hot disclose or suggest a tray assembly 
including a support tray insertable within an optical inspection apparatus and a tray insert having 
a first surface shaped and adapted to receive a first|ype 6f liquid carrier and a second surface 
shaped and adapted to receive a second type of liquid carrier shaped different from the first type 
of liquid carrier. Maisch simply discloses k wafflcaron having contact members with different 
patterns. 

In addition, even assuming that Maisch is analogous art for an optical inspection 
apparatus, the combination of Shaeef, ChoSv, aridJpaisch does not disclose or suggest a tray 
assembly including an insert having a first Jsurface%aped and adapted to receive a first type of 
liquid carrier and a second surface shaped and adapted to receive a second type of liquid carrier 
shaped different from the first type of liquid carried Instead, the combination of Shaeef, Chow, 
and Maisch simply provides a tray assembly for an 'optical inspection machine that includes an 
insert having a pattern for baking waffles or a pattern f6x grilling meat. 
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Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests r^ns|deration and withdrawal of the rejection 
of claims 1-4, 7-15, 21-23, and 30-33 undeipS U.Sip. if 3(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Shaeef, Chow, and Maisch. I 

Election/Restriction Reauirement j jj- 

Applicant has elected claims 1-33 for prosecution on the merits. Claims 34-69 have been 
withdrawn at this time as being drawn to ncin-electdji inventions. 



Conclusion j; 

In view of the amendments and remarks su^mitt|d herein, applicant believes that all 
claims pending in the application are in cotichtiofrfpr allowance and respectfully requests such 
allowance. If a telephone conference will |xpedite|pros|cution of the application the Examiner is 

invited to telephone the undersigned. f 

a '- : : : -i: £ 
I : : ■ ■ \)'. 

If additional fees are required, or odiervvise jhecessary to cover any deficiency in fees 
already paid, authorization is hereby given ^o charge ou|deposit account no. 50-1 133. 

| Respectfully submitted, 

f McD^moft Will & Emery LLP 



Date: February 7. 2005 




TobyiH. Rlsmer, P.C., Reg. No. 26,418 
JeffreSy J. jfliller, Reg. No. 39,773 
Attorneys for Applicants 
28 State Street 
Bostidn, MA 02109-1775 
Telefjhone: (617) 535-4000 
Facsqbile:X617)535-3800 
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